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There is no dearth of print and on-air media about outsourcing of jobs and the impact foreign products have on our American way of life.  The number of products used in our everyday life is such that few Americans realize just how widespread a role foreign products play – food, household, transportation and construction.  


Keep in mind this information as your read today’s edition.  For those Colorado citizens who get their electricity from Xcel Energy, portions of the new Comanche Power Plant at Pueblo, Colorado were fabricated in Czechoslovakia and Mexico.  An estimated 15 percent of the steel work did not fit when construction workers tried to use it on-site, and they had to re-fabricate it to fit.  That translates to Xcel’s rate payers paying twice for construction costs.  

What most Americans are unaware of is this.  Portions of pipe and steel prefabrication used in power plants and similar construction projects throughout America are typically done in foreign countries.  The reason, of course, is that American companies can get the work done cheaper in foreign countries.    

Recently, ABC News did a segment on the nightly news about the foreign products.  A reporter worked with a typical, middle class family and removed all items from their home that were not made in the USA.  The family was shocked when there was hardly anything but the kitchen sink left.  The segment ended with truckloads of furnishings being delivered to the home, every item made in America.  

The newscaster’s ending statement on the segment was that “if every American spent just $64 (more than normal) on USA-made items this year, it would create an estimated 200,000 new jobs.  Makes you stop and think, especially if you are one of the millions in the ranks of the unemployed in this country or your job was outsourced to a foreign country.  


The e-mail received about this news story offered a rather strongly-worded statement that started off with this curious subject, “Check the Can.”  Intrigued, I read on.  


The e-mailer was buying food at Walmart, (not exactly where you would expect to find a whole lot of products labeled “Made in the USA.”), but he began looking at the label of products.


He noted, as an example, the “Our Family” brand of the mandarin oranges says right on the can, “From China.”  I was shocked!  So for a few more cents I bought the Liberty Gold Brand or the Dole since it’s from California.  Takes just a little more time to buy products and do label reading!!

Are we Americans as dumb as we appear, or is it that we just do not think?  The Chinese knowingly and intentionally export inferior and even toxic products and dangerous toys and goods to be sold in American markets.  


Yet 70 percent of Americans believe that the trading privileges afforded to the Chinese should be suspended.  Well, duh, why do you need the government to suspend trading privileges?


SIMPLY DO IT YOURSELF, AMERICA!!  Simply look on the label of every product you buy, and if it says “Made in China” or “PRC” (and that now includes Hong Kong), simply choose another product, or none at all.  You will be amazed at how dependent you are on Chinese products, and you will be equally amazed at what you can do without.  


Think about how many plastic egg items were used this Easter.  Next time, if you must have eggs, use real ones and benefit some American farmer.  Easter is just an example.  The point is, do not wait for the government to act.  Just go ahead and assume control on your own

Think about this:  If 200 million Americans refuse to buy just $20 each of Chinese goods that’s a $4 billion trade imbalance resolved in our favor!  


The downside?  Some American businesses will feel a temporary pinch from having foreign stockpiles of inventory.


The e-mail ended with this suggested solution.  Let’s give them fair warning and send our own message.  Try this for just 30 days.  This is only one month of trading losses, but it will hit the Chinese for 1/12th of the total American exports.  Then they will at least have to ask themselves if the benefits of their arrogance and lawlessness were worth it.


If we can’t live without cheap Chinese goods for one month out of our lives, we deserve what we get!!


In this writer’s opinion, the suggested solution may be a grandiose idea, but try this for yourself:  For one month, buy only “Made in USA” products and keep a tab on what you are denying all foreign countries – the upside, what you are doing for American businesses will just probably mean a great big spark of good old pride in America!
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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